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ADVANCE \d4 A MESSAGE FROM OUR FEARLESS LEADER….

It is bitterly cold as I write this . . . reminding me that warm days in November are rare gifts that only postpone the inevitable:  winter!  For us, it is a time to pull shoes and turn the competition ponies out for a couple of months.  Each pony had a hard campaign in 2006 . . . the break is well-deserved.  There is time to work with young horses.  Time to take care of things that we let slide during the 2006 competition season.  Time to clean out the horse trailer, get repairs done on harnesses, maybe even refinish a carriage or two.  Then the January-June 2007 Omnibus arrives and I feel like my dad did when the first seed catalogs arrived in January:  in our hands is the evidence that this cold weather will pass and we will be, once again, enjoying the fun and companionship of great horses and good friends at events throughout Iowa and the Midwest.  

Keep warm and safe and have a good holiday!

Mary

SOMETHING NEW AND A FUND RAISER TOO!

Something new at the 2007 Skunk River HDT will be a silent auction and help from the club membership will be needed to make this a success.  If you have a hobby or special talent, we can use your donation – even a certificate for a service you can provide. I guess you get the idea. We will take anything and donations are accepted anytime. Please contact Linda Vivian at 641-228-2417 or email ljviani2002@yahoo.com  or Christie Loracono at christina.m.loiacono@aphis.usda.gov Thank you all for your help. 

AREA DRIVERS ATTEND HOOF BALANCE CLINIC

by Glenda Farrier and Sally Overturf

Several Midwest drivers attended a clinic on Hoof Balance presented by Dr. James Bullock at his veterinary hospital in Sac City, Iowa.  Steve and Glenda Farrier, Paul Degen and Sally Overturf learned about proper shoeing and trimming in this one day clinic that consisted of a morning lecture, scrumptious lunch prepared by Dr. Bullock, and an afternoon hands-on session evaluating participants' horses for hoof problems.

Dr. Bullock has 30 years of experience observing, evaluating, researching and treating hoof and leg injuries in racehorses in California.  He is also known for his work on the set of one of the Black Stallion movies and for successfully treating the severely broken leg of Diamond Night, an Arabian stallion and one of the horses that played the Black Stallion.  Dr. Bullock later purchased Diamond Night and brought him back to Iowa to live out his days.

His passion for teaching horse owners to correctly evaluate their horses' hooves so that they can oversee the work of their farrier was obvious in the lecture part of the clinic.  He used photos, overhead projections and dramatic video of a horse with an unbalanced foot on a treadmill to show us the importance of good foot care.  We learned what to look for to determine if the foot was balanced and also learned about different problems that can be caused by improper shoeing. 

Though broodmares and pasture ornaments can often get by with less than ideal hoof care, performance horses can't be at their best without proper shoeing.  We learned about conditions that can cause suspensory ligament strain, navicular disease and bone fractures.

Dr. Bullock also introduced us to thermography, a 'non-invasive diagnostic application that uses infrared imaging to visualize small changes in surface temperatures of the skin'.  Inflammation and injury will show up as reds, oranges and yellows.  Areas of decreased circulation will be green blue and purple.  The thermograph has been in great demand for equine performers at the Olympics since 1996.   Because it can detect soreness before it is evidenced by the horse, the injury can be identified and treated before it becomes serious.

The lecture was scheduled to take 2 hours but lasted about 3 ½ because Dr. Bullock encouraged us to share our own experiences and because we had so many questions.  We all enjoyed our lunch while Dr. Bullock continued his presentation. Even though Dr. Bullock assured us that understanding hoof balance concepts is “not brain surgery, folks”, we were more inclined to believe a quote from Will Durant that was displayed in the clinic conference room: “Education is the progressive discovery of our own ignorance.” 

After lunch, we went out to the indoor arena that is part of the Veterinary Hospital.  We led in our horses one at a time and all watched as the horse was walked away and back.  Then Dr. Bullock asked us to evaluate the horse's feet.  What looked so clear when we were looking at diagrams and overheads became a little more muddled in real life.  But after a few horses, we started to get more comfortable and soon we were all pointing out landing and loading sides and identifying the horses that needed more heel support (almost all of them).  Dr. Bullock gave us his opinion and then used thermography on each horse to show us the effects of not having hoof balance.  Most of the horses that needed more heel support had hot heels and suspensory ligaments.

Steve and Glenda had brought their 4 year old Morgan gelding, who had been treated for a year for a suspensory problem.  We identified the cause as not enough heel support and thermography confirmed that there was still some heat in the suspensory and both front heels.

Paul and Sally had brought Paul's performance mare to Dr. Bullock several months before the clinic, and they had already learned about the lack of heel support issue because it had caused sore heels and suspensories in the mare.  So they brought an 8 year old Fjord gelding that tends to toe in.  Dr. Bullock made suggestions for correcting the problem and the thermograph showed a sore canon bone.  The gelding had not shown any sign of lameness but the injury was bad enough that he had to be put on rest until he had been through two shoeings.  They also brought a 6 year old National Show Horse mare that Paul thought was shod correctly and Dr. Bullock confirmed that she was.

The clinic truly made us all aware that many horses are performing on feet that are improperly shod and consequently are sore or will become sore which subjects them to greater chance of injury.  Now when we go to an equine event, we find ourselves looking at horses' feet and thinking about what we would need to do if that were our horse.

Dr. James Bullock has a full service veterinary hospital complete with an equine surgery facility in Sac City.  He has a web site at www.bullocksvet.com and his hospital phone number is 712-662-4789.
THE NEXT CLUB MEETING

The next BITS meeting will be January 14, 2007 at Mickey Hansen’s home. Potluck will begin at 12:30 p.m., with the meeting starting at 1:30 p.m.  Ham will be served for the main course. 

Directions:  Take Highway 30 east out of Cedar Rapids. Continue on Highway 30 through Mt. Vernon and Lisbon. Turn right onto Charles Avenue. This is approximately 3 miles east of Lisbon, street signs are on the north side of Highway 30.  I’m the first house on the left; phone number is 319-573-5834. 

2007 DATES FOR EVENTS AT THREE G FARMS

January 27-28: 
Snowdrift I Arena Driving Trial

February 24-25
Snowdrift II Arena Driving Trial

March 22-25
Robin Groves Driving and Riding Clinic

April 20-22
CDE Camp with Kathy Palmer

May 19-20
BITS Clinic and Novice Drive

June 7-8
Robin Groves Driving and Riding Clinic

June 23-24
Skunk River Horse Driving Trial

July 26-29
Robin Groves Driving and Riding Clinic

August 25-26
Schooling Show and Despooking Weekend

For details about these events, please go to www.threegfarms.com and click on “Clinics/Events.”

Minutes of Best of Iowa in Traces Society (BITS)

Saturday, November 11, 2006

Home of Linda & Joe Viani, Charles City

Present:  Steve & Sheryl Stillions, Gene & Katy Rhinehart, Jada Neubauer, Christie Loiacono, Randy Farwell, Eleanor Eagly, Anita Schlosser, Pam & Eugene Foster, Mickey & Bob Hansen, Linda & Joe Viani, Mary Winter, Earl Morris, Edna Oakley.

Call to Order:  President Winter called the meeting to order at 1:25 pm following a potluck lunch, and discussion of items for general display including written articles of interest and a harness item to identify.  All members introduced themselves.

Minutes from August 26:  Secretary Oakley’s minutes were accepted with the following corrections: (1) Anita S. was also present at that meeting. (2) Going into Peterson Park will make the Novice Distance Drive 6 miles, not 12; and (3) The format for the Distance Drive is still tentative as to when we’ll have the clinic, vet checks and actual drive—but will still be held May 19 and 20, 2007.

Treasurer’s Report:  Steve S. reported the balance as $1,696.32.  Event registration for Skunk River HDT 2007 has already been taken out, but not airfare for officials.

Old Business:
(1.) Liability Insurance.  President Winter reported the level of coverage at $1 million per incident has no limits on the number of incidents; and allows $5,000 medical expenses in addition.  Would we want to declare the Friday before Skunk River as one of the covered “public days?”  Linda Viani will check if this is customary.  We might also need 2 public days for the Distance Drive.  Katy made a motion to get the $480 insurance covering 7 public days.  Second by Jada N.  Motion amended to purchase the $420 insurance for 5 public days and then purchase extra days as needed.  The amended motion was passed.

(2.) Club Cookbook.  Katy Rhinehart gave a detailed report on 3 styles of cookbooks available from the Morris Press in Kearney, NE.  She gave a summary of publishing costs, potential sale price, and profits, but noted that cookbook costs are all estimates due to the number of features we may opt for.  She prefers the 3-ring binder style with hard cover.  Photographs for that book would be 20¢ per book, which would total $40 for 200 books.  Members were reluctant to use club treasury funds for start up.  Steve suggested if 10 members would commit $40 for pictures in the cookbook by Jan. 5, we could proceed with the project.  Christy posed this as a motion.  Second by Jada.  Motion passed.  Thereafter, Katy compiled a list of people interested in having their horse’s picture in the cookbook.  Those volunteering to work on the cookbook committee with Katy are:  Christy, Edna and Anita. Five to ten recipes from each member, and money and a picture (hard copies, not electronic) from those opting to do so needs to be in to Katy by Jan. 5, 2007.  Further details will come out in e-mails from Katy.

(3.) Midwest Driving Forum February 2008 Contract.  Mary has worked with Hilton Garden Inn of Des Moines/Urbandale to investigate running a driving forum with participants staying at the hotel, venders, educational sessions, etc.  Contract price of $6,500.00 would be required prior to the event.  General consensus was that this might be beyond our ability to successfully organize without someone well versed in conference planning.  Possibly we could piggyback some of our driving promotion efforts at the Iowa Horse Fair.  Driving forum issue tabled for now. 

(4.) By-Laws.  Up-to-date copies were passed out.

New Business:  

(1.) Election of officers for President and Treasurer.  Gene Rhinehart, chair, Sheryl Stillions, and Edna Oakley were on the nominating committee.  They obtained consent from Jada Neubauer and Mary Winter to run for president; and Dr. Christie Loiacono, Steve Stillions and Linda Viani to run for treasurer.  Gene disbursed ballots and they were tallied by the committee.  Incumbents Mary Winter for president and Steve Stillions for treasurer will continue in these offices until 2008.  Thanks to all willing to run for office!

(2.) Committee Structure for the coming year.  President Winter handed out a proposal sheet with 6 event committees and descriptions of what they would do.  This structure was accepted with discussion of possibly further breaking down the 2nd committee into Programs & Award and Advertising & Sponsors.  Committees and those volunteering to be on each are as follows:

· Volunteers—Christy, Mary, Mickey and Sheryl

· Advertising/Programs/Sponsors/Awards—Jada and Katy

· Entries/Registration/Packets/Check-in—Eleanor and Linda V.

· Food—Christy and Anita

· Fund Raising—Katy, Edna, Linda, and Mickey

(3.) Organizer for the BITS Distance Driving Clinic and Novice Drive May 19-20, 2007.  Steve Stillions volunteered to head this up.

(4.) Club Web Site.  BITS events have been listed on the Three G Farms web Site, but Global Reach Internet Productions and Kathy Shelley could set up a separate club web site costing $15 for a domain name and $20 a month for hosting the web site.  Mickey Hansen is willing to update it.  Members present thought this sounded good.  Be thinking about what you would like to see on the site.

(5.) 2007 Meeting Dates and Places.
· Jan. 14 at Mickey & Bob Hansen’s, Mechanicsville

· March 11 at the Amana Colonies

· Summer Meetings in conjunction with work days at 3G Farms

· November at Fosters in Clear Lake

(6.) Other New Business.  
· Three G Farms has set Arena Driving Trial dates as Jan. 28 & 29; and Feb. 25 & 26.

· The Executive Committee will communicate by e-mail and set forth a procedure for members to pay dues in January of 2007.

· 4-H leader Clara Halls has contacted Katy about getting her club involved in driving.  Katy will invite them to some of our 2007 events.

· Mickey would like to get some Christmas greetings and pictures in our next newsletter.  Members can send these items to her to be entered in the newsletter.  (See e-mail from Mickey.)

Adjournment:  At 3:25 pm.

                                                                      Respectfully submitted, 






          Edna Oakley, Secretary 
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