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From the President…

Most of the horse shows and activities are coming to a close. It seems like this summer has gone really fast. There are just a couple of things going on yet. There will be some going to Oklahoma for that CDE. We have one more set of lessons with Robin coming up. Then it will be some down time to regenerate our energy and maybe money. 

 Those who missed the Games Galore last weekend missed a fun time. It started out on the chilly side but really wasn’t bad. The participants had a really good time. Katy complained a little about the fact that she got beat by a nine year old. Christie better watch out she is going to have some competition soon.

 Jada got into her first real competition at advanced level down in Kentucky . I think this was a good learning time for Jada as well as others that went to volunteer at the show. FEI rules can be a bit challenging at times. Just ask Jada. I think Jada did a pretty darn good job there.

 I am also certain that Katy will be writing something about the new sport that she has been developing “Competitive Volunteering” while at Kentucky . You might also ask her about the hug I got. I think Katy and a couple others of our group were jealous.

 Harvest Moon gave our new young drivers a chance to show off their skills. If you were there you would have seen how much fun they were having in and out of the ring.

 Shortly we will be electing new officers for the board. This will take place November 14th and Paul and Sally’s in Mason City . This will be a potluck lunch at 11:30.

Hope to see you all there.

Gene
Directions to the November Meeting

The meeting is November 14 at the Degen/Overturf home.  Potluck lunch to start at 11:30 a.m.  Sally says she will have coffee and iced tea.  She will provide paper plates—but you are welcome to bring your own table service.  Meeting will follow.  Directions below.

Directions to Degen/Overturf house: From the south, take I-35 to US Highway 18/27 (exit 190).  Go east (about 11.7 miles) on Hwy 18 to exit 190 which is California Avenue/S56/Thrush Avenue .  Go north on California (which becomes Thrush) about 8 miles to 23123 Thrush Avenue - first house on the east side of Thrush after the railroad tracks.  
From Waterloo take Hwy 18/27 to California Avenue and proceed as above.  
If you are coming from the North, call Paul for directions at home 641-696-5925 or cell 641-420-1364.

 

Our adventure to the National Drive

By Mickey Hansen

As many of you know, traveling long distances with horses can always be eventful.  Add a camper, two driving vehicles, a dog, four people whose communication needed some work, enough food to feed a small army and you have our adventure!
I got the great pleasure of having Pat Ketterer join us to Kentucky. After brainstorming from me and great ingenuity on the part of Dad and Jeff, we figured out a way to take both ponies, the carriage and Buddy’s Meadowbrook.  Now picture this….the carriage is 6” too long to fit in the front half of my trailer. So the front wheels were hoisted up by a block and tackle. Actually that worked pretty well, a little heavy to lift but it worked. A platform was made for the back of the camper, a pulley, a set of car ramps and the Meadowbrook laid perfectly against the back of the camper.  Equipment loaded, we were ready to take off on Tuesday as soon as I got off work.
While I hurriedly finished up payroll, Pat was driving east on Interstate 80, carefully reading the directions to my house. As instructed, she took Exit 249 and took a right. Oh, did I forget to mention that I should have told Pat Exit 259? As Pat gets lost in Iowa City and is calling for directions, my cell phone is in my car, charging. Pat ultimately runs into a couple of gentlemen who give her directions back to Interstate 80 and West Liberty. She still made it to my house before I did. So Pat, Dad and Jeff were busy loading up the food and last minute items.  A quick hug and hello to Pat (I’ll catch you later Jeff), I changed clothes and headed out to the horses. Buddy had a bath the night before but Toby…..some of you have seen him, a palomino paint WHO HATES TO STAY CLEAN. So Pat got tail duty and I scrubbed on the rest.  We get loaded and head out; Pat took the first shift of driving the truck and trailer; Jeff and I in the camper in the lead.
One piece of advice….check the gas gauge before heading out.  
I previously owned an older motor home that broke down literally every time we took it somewhere. So I have a phobia about taking a newer, but still older model of camper on this long of a trip. We are about a mile from the Galesburg, IL exit and nothing….the camper has lost all power.  I pull off onto the shoulder, saying words that were not very lady–like to this piece of metal on wheels.  Jeff leans over and asks if we have gas. “It was filled up last week.”  Well apparently not. So Pat and Dad take off, grab a can of gas and we were back on the road.
We stopped at a truck stop outside Danville IL around 9:00 p.m.…our time…not realizing we had passed into the Eastern time zone.   Hey, we were in a camper…we can pull over anywhere right? Got the horses fed and watered, ate a quick bite and lights out. Oh by the way, semis are not the most quiet vehicles to sleep next to….
Next morning, horses fed and water; coffee was found and off to Kentucky…thank goodness no more problems. Due to the time change, we didn’t get into the Horse Park until 2:30. All the paperwork was in order, found our stalls, got the carriage and cart unloaded. I still have yet to see it, but Pat assured me that the Meadowbrook came down very easily from the back of the camper and was a “slick” idea.
We didn’t get a chance to hitch up on Wednesday so Thursday we harnessed up. First thing, one of Buddy’s rein rings had broke off…of course below the leather. A piece of twine comes in handy in case of an emergency!
I was driving Toby with Jeff and DJ; Pat and Dad were in the Meadowbrook with Buddy.  We decided to take the trail to the right; beautiful white fence and open pastures. Toby was a little excited but Pat had Buddy well under control. Even got to experience a couple of small water hazards. We start heading back. Buddy was in the lead and Toby was getting more and more difficult. As I asked Pat to slow down, Jeff and I looked down and the right trace had come off the swingle tree.   Toby had been trying to tell me something was wrong and was very happy to stop when asked.  Jeff jumps off and gets us put back together. Did I mention Jeff had just had gall bladder surgery 8 days before?
So off we go again…only this time Buddy had figured out a way to shake the bridle off.  Pat holds him like the pro she is and off jumps Jeff…again. We decided at this point in time, we had had enough excitement for the morning and got back to the stalls without further incident.  Buddy did manage to shake his bridle off again, but after we were in front of the stalls. 
Thursday night it rained and rained and rained. Friday was one of those days that you thought about driving and it would rain. So we went shopping and drooled over marathon vehicles. The sun would come out; we would think of hitching up and it would rain. So you get the picture…we didn’t get a chance to hitch up. But I found the cutest hat, Dad bought a new Camptown harness and the four of us shut down the Museum of the Horse!
Saturday was the drive through the park with the rest of the drivers. We got hitched up; Buddy’s forelock and mane were braided through his bridle; a gullet strap placed and new trace keepers replaced on the carriage.  Off we go to wait for the start of the parade. Toby was feeling his oats so Jeff and I drove him through the deep sand of the Kentucky Horse Park’s dressage arenas. He did figure out that it was much easier to be quiet than to be silly.  It took Buddy a little longer to figure that out and decided that since he couldn’t get his bridle off, couldn’t see Toby and Pat wasn’t letting him have his way, he would just buck.  He would show her who was boss.…he forgot the bucking strap was on… The rest of the drive was very relaxing and the ponies were happy to see their stalls. (
The trip home wasn’t too bad, considering… Pat and I were in the truck, chatting away. We both heard a noise, but after checking mirrors and with no change in how the equipment was handling, we kept going. A semi flew past us, picked up his CB and starting waving his arms. Hey two cute chicks in a truck…we took it with a grain of salt! When we stopped a few miles up the road for gas, we found out the cause of the excitement was not what we had hoped but a blown tire on the horse trailer. Thank goodness for car ramps and two very nice guys that assisted Jeff in changing the tire.
The whole trip was wonderful. Even if you don’t take a horse, take part in the National Drive sometime. And if you ever want a fun person to travel with, invite Pat!
The most memorable part of the trip, for me, was I got to see “HotRod”, my Percheron gelding I sold in February. He went to the neatest couple, Tom and Cheryl, in Georgia.  Cheryl had called me to tell me where they were stabled.  As I walked toward his stall, there he stood, all 1,948 pounds. I howled “Moose” and his ears pricked up and eyes lit up and we gave each other a hug (actually it’s a forehead to forehead “hug”). It was such a neat feeling that he remembered me. I took Buddy over later and they remembered each other too. Buddy chewed on HotRod’s leg and HotRod rubbed his chin on Buddy’s back! That was just so neat to see. I was able to take him for a drive and he took care of me like he always did. I miss him but he went to the best home I could have asked for and he is getting the attention he desires. Maybe we’ll meet again next year in Indiana…..

For pictures of the 2009 National Drive…
http://s114.photobucket.com/albums/n255/lookingglassfarm/National%20Drive%202009/
Hello from Edna…
Now that we've moved South to escape the longer winters of Northern Iowa, Missouri is having below normal fall temperatures and lots of rain.  One of the first projects Fred decided we needed involved new tiles, and digging up the whole area between house and barn to be re-slopped.  (I'm hoping it will be all reseeded and level for dressage practice next year!)  After an exhausting move, the house is coming along nicely.  Most recently my brother from PA and sister from NY came out to help with various projects such as putting pulls and knobs on kitchen and bathroom cupboards, purchasing enough towels, rugs and blankets, etc., etc.  My brother, the engineer, also advised Fred and I on how to build a stairs to get up to my haymow.  We didn't work them the whole time & spent a fun day driving along the Missouri River to the wineries at Herman for Octoberfest.
Our barn has 2 stalls and tack area and room for carriage storage.  Half of the barn is enclosed for Fred's workshop. My one horse, Sidney, moved in Sept. 22 after having a small pasture fenced in and round pen constructed.  For now I'm glad to have just one horse to "get my act together" locating the feed store, horse supplies, farrier and doing my own feeding and worming.  I am hoping to locate a driving horse prospect to be his companion.  Sidney did not even like driving for an Amish gentleman that took him in while we moved, so I am just using him for riding.
Our new home town is host to a big rodeo late each summer.  Since I've been here they also had a large rodeo for Jr. and Sr. High Schoolers.  Have also located a harness shop and farm with Halflingers about 4 miles away.  There seem to be horses all over.
About 1/3 of our furniture is still in Clear Lake until the house sells.  We will go back to check up on things and rake leaves.  I'm hoping to coordinate that with the next BITS meeting.  We are liking our new home and despite my initial weather complaint, we really like the area.  However, we sure do miss everyone! 
Take care, Edna
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