March 13, 2010 BITS Meeting  Marshall County Jail

The meeting followed a potluck dinner and the following exhibts:  Earl
Morris, newly published book of poems and a book of fiction that can be
purchased via www.Schulerbooks.com  Earl also showed examples of
woodworking.
Katy Lund showed pillow pets and blankets being sold by One Heart, a
therapeutic riding program at StageCoach Stables, Ames, IA.
Apples & Oats available and copies distributed by Mary Winter.
Sandee McGee gave a report of attending "Buyer's Mart"  Bits, large horse
harness, every size of biothane halter, hoof shoe (spare tires) and she is
now a distributor for Tipperary Vest (rib protectors) designed for carriage
driver and also Tipperary helmets.
Marcia Peterson - brought a selection of hand painted glass jars for sale
to raise money for Alpha Delta Kappa charity work.

Gene & Katy Rhinehart - Dragon's Lair - Carriage Driving Hat display.

President Gene Rhinehart called the meeting to order.

Each person present introduced themselves and stated the breed of horse
they drive.

The secretary's report was read, amended (adding beer to the competitor's
reception for Skunk River HDT, and to correct spelling from Marsha to
Marcia) and accepted.  Harold Ault said that the electricity was $20 for
booth at IA Horse Fair, but the information the club had received stated
the fee was $25. and that amount was left unchanged in the minutes.

Treasurer's report by Anita Schlosser
    $3011.91 savings
    $  242.20 checking

Old Business
Did not check on price for a BITS ad to go into the Whip.  The thought is
that the fall issue would be handed out at the World Equestrian Games.

New Business
Iowa Horse Fair Update by Linda Spain  -  BITS 30 min. driving
demonstration times for each day :
Saturday 1:15 - 1:45; Sunday 3:15 to 3:45.

Avenue of the Breeds - BITS members have a variety of breeds to enter
(Trotting Bred, Connemara, Friesian Sport Horse, German Riding Pony,
American Quarter Pony etc.

Parade Breeds will be at noon both Sat. and Sunday.  Registration forms may
be completed and given to Linda Spain.  Parade of breeds form allows
participant to elect on the form to lead, ride, or drive.

Randy Farwell - Practice Session at 3G Farms March 20 or March 27 for those
who are driving in the demonstration at IA Horse Fair.

Stall Herdsman has a monetary award $150, first place and $100 second etc.
Decorations for the non avenue of breeds - Marcia Peterson brought stall
curtains for those not in the Avenue of Breeds.

Health Papers - proof of negative Coggins and health certificate needed for
IA Horse Fair.  A veterinarian will be available to do the health papers,
$10. Fee.

Booth at IA Horse Fair - Johanna Schumacher in charge of volunteers.  Randy
Farwell, Mickey Hansen and Bob Hansen volunteered.  Need about 10 people,
each for a 2 hour shift.  The booth will be closed during the BITS 30 min
driving exhibit.  Booth will use what was used in 2009.  Tammi Martinson
motioned the club approve $25. for booth expenses, seconded by Christie
Loiacono, motioned carried to use $25 club funds for booth.  There will be
a drawing for a free driving lesson with Mid-west Driving's Jada Neubauer.

Katy Rhinehart can print BITS but not with the logo font for a banner.
Mary Winter will contact Sign Pro to make a BITS logo sign.

Linda Spain could use volunteers to help out in the horse barn and horse
barn office.

Skunk River Driving Trial updates
Katy Lund asked for preferences for awards for SRHDT.
Katy Rhinehart reported the menu for Sat.
Roland Lunch Box will sell food 11-1:30 a sack lunch $5.00; volunteer will
receive a ticket for chips and a loose meat sandwich.  BITS furnishes free
lemonade and water.

Trails Prep - Sat, April 24, 2010 work day at 3 G Farms; Randy Farwell in
charge.  Also Sat. May 22, 2020 work Day for Trails followed by BITS
meeting .  Provide Hazards ideas to Randy Farwell.

Veterinarian at SRHDT - needs to be a licensed veterinarian to do
temperature, pulse, respiration (TPR)  For horses with problems owner will
need to call Iowa State University Large Animal Services.  At this time no
veterinarian has volunteered.

BITS Summer Carriage Classic -  September 25-26 -The club vote (via e-mail)
to put on a pleasure show passed with 20 yes and 2 no. Mary Winter reported
the show will be held at the Hamilton County Fairgrounds, Webster IA.
There is undercover parking available at the grounds for carriages.    Mary
expects that volunteers may come from the Hitching to Go driving club and
possibly horse management students at Ellsworth College.  There is
possibility of community development grant and ADS may provide monetary
assistance.  Kathy Kiehl, Ames, IA will be the secretary for the BITS
Summer Carriage Classic.

New Moon - this show put on by Michelle Blacker and Harold Ault is
scheduled September 18-19, 2010.  this is the same weekend as Driving Day
at Holy Cross, IA.

MN Whips & Wheels - must be a member to be in Parade.  May 1 & 2
Farmington, IA.

Sandee McKee asks for pictures of equipment you have purchased from IA
Valley Carriage be sent to her for use in her display.

2:03 PM meeting adjourned
