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Rohin Groves
has been named as a member of

the US team for the World Singles
Championships in Italy,
the end of July-first of August.

From the President:

When it rained it poured. That’s what happened at the Skunk River Driving Trial. The trails
were beautiful on Thursday and Friday and then Mother Nature played a trick on us and opened
the heavens.

Well, we survived. We did better than survived. We rolled up our sleeves and dug in and made
this Skunk River show the best one yet! | can’t say enough about how Randy and Earl took
everything that was thrown at them and turned it into a positive experience for all.

And then, we had no judge. Who would have thought that after 3 attempts at getting out of
South Carolina that Muffy Seaton would not be able to get to lowa? Well, Mary Winter and
Linda Viani took that challenge and found out that we lowans are pretty resourceful. They asked
Jada Neubauer to step up and she did a great job in the face of a huge challenge.

Thanks to all of those that had a part in the ground crew and the judging mess. We certainly
made lemonade out of lemons. Speaking of lemonade, our food committee did an excellent job,
too! Randy and Christie found the best liquid refreshments for Friday evening, including
homemade brew from Randy, and did a wonderful job on the pizza order. Then to top that off
we had great concessions from the Roland Lunch Box for our noon lunches and The Country
House of Colo on Saturday night.

| want to extend a special thanks to Marcia Petersen, who was our Barn Goddess, and did such a
great job so that Kate could compete and not worry about what needed to be done in the barn. |
don’t want to slight anyone, but want to make sure that all the committee heads know that they
did a wonderful job and we can certainly be proud of our BITS crew.

Now, roll up your sleeves and get ready for the BITS Summer Carriage Classic....it is just
around the corner and we will need lots of help to get that new show going. Please consider
volunteering, supporting the show financially or helping in some way. Contact Mary Winter or
myself and we will let you know where we need you to pitch in.

Gene Rhinehart, BITS President
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Organizer’s Diary of the Skunk River Driving Trail
By Mary Winter

The 8" SRDT will long be remembered by officials, the organizing committee, and the
competitors as having more entries than any of the previous seven, along with worse weather and
more crises than the previous seven events . It also will be remembered for a group
of competitors who remained flexible and rolled with whatever the officials and organizers threw
at them with smiles, compliments, and thanks, without whining or complaining (at least not to
us!). The best picture of the 2010 SRDT, sponsored by the Best of lowa in Traces Society
(BITS) at Three G Farms, Ames, lowa, June 26-27, is provided by my recollection of the events
in diary form.

April: The trails committee, headed by Randy Farwell and Earl Morris, lay out the marathon
course. BITS members assemble April 24™ to mow the marathon route, use limb loppers and
chain saws to clear the course and the hazards, plan the hazard gates, and locate and wash cones
and signs.

Saturday, May 1: Entries open; Secretary Anita Schlosser reports receiving two today.

Saturday, May 15: 17 entries already, almost as many as the number of total entries at the 2009
event. Still have more than three weeks to go until the June 10 deadline.

Thursday, June 10: 45 entries, the maximum one dressage judge can score in a day. Every
stall or pen on the farm that can hold a horse will have an occupant. Considering slings from the
ceiling; decide to close the event instead. Receive the first call asking whether we still have
space. There will be three more late entries, along with four cancellations, that free up the horse
storage spaces. Ultimately, all entries are accepted, with the last entry opting for a stall at
Canterbrooke Equestrian Center, about three miles away.

Monday, June 21: Arrive home from Metamora CDE to find the marathon trails in great shape.
Wild flowers blooming everywhere and great mowing by Randy and The Morris Men, Tad,
Earl’s son, and Ron, Earl’s brother. Dressage arena also looks terrific, and the cones course is
ready.

Wednesday, June 23: Jim and Nancy Block, the first out-of-towners, pull in with their camper
and horse trailer with their Morgan tandem.

Thursday, June 24: TD Linda Viani arrives, reviews the courses, makes some changes and
pronounces things ready for inspection by the judge, Muffy Seaton. More competitors arrive.
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Friday, June 25

7:00 AM: Muffy calls from Windsor, South Carolina. Her flight from Augusta, Georgia, to
Dallas, where she would connect to Des Moines, has been cancelled. Instead of arriving at 11:35
AM, she will arrive at 11:10 PM. More competitors arrive.

5:00 PM: Gene Rhinehart, BITS president, welcomes the competitors and introduces Linda,

Earl, Anita, and me, along with the committee chairs: Katy Rhinehart, Katie Lund, Marcia

Petersen, Sheryl and Steve Stillions, Christie Loiacono, and Randy Farwell. A few questions, a

few comments. Emphasis on “Check the message board.” Little did we know how important
would be.

6:30 PM: The beer is cold, as is the white wine. The pizza is here, The Guys are playing. Earl
begins his favorite part of the whole weekend: dancing with everybody who wants to dance,
beginning with me. Life is good.

7:30 PM: Muffy calls; her second flight is cancelled. She will arrive Saturday at 11:40 AM.
Earl is dancing with the Linda, the TD. | cut in and we head for the barn office to figure out
what to do. Doing the marathon first is rejected: it will be impossible to assemble the volunteers
a day early. Plan B is developed: drive cones in the morning, when cones setters, timers and
scorers will be in place, start dressage at 1:30 after Muffy arrives. Go until dark, around 9:00
PM, driving any leftover dressage tests Sunday before the marathon. Contact the dressage
scribes about the change in schedule.

June 25, 8:00 PM: Put in a call to Mary Ruth Marks, the only licensed CD judge within
driving distance (5 hours) of the farm. Hoping, of course, that she just pick up and come.
Also leave a message for Camie Stockhausen, an eventer from Ames, who has worked with and
judged many of us in CDE camps and ADTs. Mary Ruth says that Jamie O’Rourke is currently
at the Iron Horse CDE facility, also a 5-hour drive from Ames. Another possibility.

9:00 PM: A second competitors’ meeting, to explain what is going on. Matt Neubauer, the
scorer, has an order of go developed for Saturday morning cones, and it is posted. Take
attendance using an order of go and call those who are not at the meeting. Judy Gutoski, who,
along with her husband, Fred, has made the trek from Manitoba to the event, reminds everyone
that the object is to have fun, and, if we all remain flexible and tolerant, we will! Thanks, Judy!

Saturday, June 26

1:00 AM: Violent thunderstorm. Chad and Myrna Rhinehart, in living quarters in their trailer,
with Spider in a pen next to the trailer, grab Kyle, age 7, and Spider and head for the indoor
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arena. At least two EZ-UP canopies are destroyed. And 3.5 inches of rain is dumped on
everything.

5:00 AM: The phone rings. Maybe if I don’t pick it up . . . It is Muffy, announcing the third
cancelled flight. She can get to Kansas City, 4 hours from Ames, by 7:00 PM Saturday night.
Which seems pointless. Call Linda. Call Jamie O’Rourke (who, I am sure being called at
5:00 A.M.) on the off chance that he would be available. Not possible.

5:30 AM: Consultation with Linda, who then consults with Muffy. The dressage judge is going
to have to be drawn from the people currently on the grounds. We go through the list of
competitors and their navigators, and make a list of the most experienced drivers in attendance.
Jada Neubauer, an advanced driver who teaches dressage and judged the participants at the
annual Three G Farms CDE camp, is the obvious choice.

6:00 AM: Call Jada, entered in the event driving a prelim pony owned by Eleanor Eagly.
“Congratulations, you have just been appointed judge for the 8" Annual Skunk River Driving
Trial.” And we will go with the original plan, dressage beginning at 8:30, followed by cones.
Now to get the word out Call the scribes again. Suggest to Sara Licht, coming 5
hours from Wisconsin to scribe for Muffy, that, although we would love to have her volunteer,
we can cover the scribe duties if she chooses not to come. | am scheduled to drive my 4-year-old
German Riding Pony, Marek, in a combined test (HC) beginning at 8:30. Scratch.

7:30 AM: Jim Block and Mark Dahlberg are enlisted to get the judge’s canopy, borrowed from
Nebraska’s Pioneer CDE, set up and ready. Jada finishes feeding her horses, figures out what to
do with Xavier, 7, and Molly, 5, for the day (her husband is the scorer) and reviews dressage
tests. Volunteers arrive on time; Linda trains them in cones.

8:39 AM: Donna Treiber drives her VSE, Z’s Tuesday, in the first dressage test of the day. Go
around to trailers and stalls, making sure everybody knows about the change. Miss one . .. who
shows up at her designated cones time under plan B, only to find that we are back to the original
schedule, with her drive time 3 hours later. Accommodate the information screw-up by putting
her in Jada’s original slot. That works.

4:00 PM: 95 degrees with high humidity, but all of the dressage tests have been driven. Jada
has the energy to harness and hitch her advanced pony, GS Thunderboy Henry, and drive FEI 9,
the advanced dressage test that Muffy had agreed to judge after the rest of the dressage tests were
over. Loud applause and cheering from the assembled competitors for a lovely test. On to
cones, where she makes the advanced time but has two balls down.
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5:00 PM: Linda, Earl and Randy look at the marathon course and decide that it is too muddy to

go to the north gate. Randy measures the distance omitted and resets the K markers. Linda
lowers the speeds by 1 kph and posts the new distances and times on the bulletin board.

6:30 PM: The caterers arrive with dinner, which is followed by a general announcement about
the new times. Christie Loiacono, chair of the Silent Auction, announces that it will be closing
right after the awards for dressage and cones: Best Training Dressage: Gail Thomas, Oskaloosa,
KS, driving her mini pair Lil Bit of Country and DM Rajas to a stunning 39.33, Best Training
Cones: a tie between Sheryl Stillions, Marion, 1A, driving Megan, and Susan Ahonen, Makinen,
MN, with her VSE, Turbo; Best Prelim Dressage: Julie Dahlberg, Solon Springs, WI, driving
Jesse James, and Best Prelim Cones: Christie Loiacono, Boone, IA, driving SL Rey.

Sunday, June 27

2:00 AM: 2 inches of rain. And Linda is awake worried about the fact that there might be
somebody who did not get the message about the slower times. She has visions of a prelim horse
driving the course at 14 kph overtaking a prelim horse at 13 kph. Her solution is easy . . . have
the new information on a sheet for each competitor with Brian Morris at the safety check.

7:30 AM: Jada hitches Hank once again and, with her husband, Matt, navigating, drives the
marathon course. She reports that it is surprisingly solid, considering that there has been more
than 5 inches of rain in the previous 36 hours. The forecast is for another hot, humid day. Hoses
are hooked to each of the 10 hydrants scattered around the farm, so critters can be cooled quickly
and efficiently after the marathon.

9:05 AM: The first competitor, Miranda Schoenecke, Lake Mills, W1, is on course with her
VSE, Lily.

11:00 AM: The dreaded news comes over the radio in the office: there has been a rollover just
outside of Walt’s Woods. The driver, Julie Dahlberg, is okay; her navigator, Sandee McKee (of
lowa Valley Carriage) is taken by ambulance to Mary Greeley Medical Center in Ames. She has
a dislocated shoulder; under anesthetic, her shoulder is realigned and she is sent home, with a
sling and a lot pain. All drivers are held by Linda until the accident is cleared. After Sandee is
safely in the ambulance, Julie and husband Mark rehitch Jesse James and Julie finishes the
marathon, even though the change in navigators means she is eliminated. Two drivers later,
there is another turnover, this time the same hazard, but Peggy Peregrine-Spear and her
navigator right the carriage, climb back on and finish the marathon.

1:45 PM: All the scores are entered, ready for the final check before calculating the placings and
getting the official signatures. Matt says, “Okay, now don’t panic, but my computer just froze.”
He reboots the computer, and, thanks to automatic backups, discovers that maybe 10 minutes of
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work is lost. Those scores are reentered, and, just to be safe, Anita and I read the prelim
marathon scores to him again.

2:45 PM: The awards are presented: Miranda Schoenecke and Lilly win the Training Level
Single VSE blue ribbon, Gail Thomas wins the Training Level Multiple VSE blue ribbon (okay,
she is the only one) and the overall Training Level Championship. Kate Rhinehart, Ferguson,
IA, goes home with the blue in Training Single Pony, and Chad Rhinehart (no relation!) and HM
Dancing Spider, Reedsburg, WI, win first in Training Single Horse. Prelim Single Pony is won
by Christie Loiacono, Boone, IA, driving SL Rey, Prelim Single Horse by Fred Gutoski,
Oakbank, MB, driving Murphy, who also won the Best Prelim Marathon ribbon and the Overall
Prelim Championship. Phil Odden, Barronett, WI, and his pair of Fjords, Marcy and Herger, win
the Prelim Pony Pair first-place ribbon; Steve Siegel, Cheyenne, WY, with Pete and Duke, take
home the Prelim Horse Pair blue, and Mark Dahlberg, Solon Springs, WI, wins first place in
Prelim Tandem with Bess and Rowdy. It is noted that Mark has the

in Hazard 6, and he finished 6™ among  prelim competitors in the marathon

6:00 PM: | pick up Sandee at Mary Greeley and get her settled in our living room for the night.
Pain killers help her get some sleep!

Monday, June 28, 9:00 AM: Under Sandee’s direction, Jim and Nancy Block and Jada
Neubauer load the lowa Valley Carriage merchandise into her trailer and then drive her home to
Toledo, IA. The folks staying over Sunday evening (Team Possum: Donna Crossman, Melinda
Schoenecke, Margot Ashley, and Nancy Brandtjen), Shari Haviza, Chet Thomas, and a few
others are on their way. The trailer parking area is empty. The day is cool and dry. Where was
this weather when we needed it? The 2010 Skunk River Driving Trial is history; long to be
remembered by the competitors and the band of BITS members (including the Guest Judge and
the TD) who can handle
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August Events @ Three G Farms
The third Robin Groves driving and riding clinic August 11-15 (which incorporates the annual
Three G Farms Schooling Show), and the BITS Summer Carriage Classic August 28-29.

Lessons with Robin Groves, one of the top carriage drivers in the US, are available Wednesday,
August 11, 2-4 PM, Thursday-Saturday, 8-5 PM, and Sunday, 1-5 PM. Individual 50-minute
lessons are $80 each. To schedule a lesson, contact me, mary@threegfarms.com

On Sunday at 10 AM, we will hold the traditional Three G Farms Schooling Show, with Robin
judging. There will be two classes, working pleasure and reinsmanship (which may be split,
depending on the number of participants). We will also have two cones courses set up, Pick
Your Route and Timed Obstacles, that participants may drive as many times as desired. The cost
is $25 per class or $75 for all four classes.

And entries are open for the new ADS-recognized pleasure show, the BITS Summer Carriage
Classic, to be held at the Hamilton County Fairgrounds in Webster City, IA, August 28-29. The
prize list in up on the BITS website, www.bitsiowa.org, click on "Events,"” or request a copy
from me. The venue is lovely, the people could not be more helpful . . . all signs point to a
successful show. Come join us!

The Break is Over!
# $ % # &

When | started driving 6 years ago, | had a safe good partner in Gentry my quarter horse and had
hoped to drive him for several years. Because of arthritis and health issues Gentry could not
continue to train and be driven at a competitive level, so fortunately | found him a great home
and went in search of my next driving companion. At that time there were several others that
started about that same time Sheryl Stillions, Edna Oakley, Anita Schlosser, Gene Rhinehart,
Christie Loiacono, Randy Farwell and Jada Neubauer. Others were getting back into driving and
our club was growing in leaps and bounds.

While some of these new drivers were taking it slow and steady, others of this group were
climbing the ladder of success and leaving me behind, still searching for that “right” match in a
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driving partner. It was fun to see so many doing so well, but | felt left behind and after an
accident, my confidence was shaken and my desire to climb up in that carriage seat diminished
and | began enjoying helping Gene with Celtic and used that as an excuse to stop looking very
hard for another driving partner.

Then I saw several friends also having to take “breaks” through the painful loss of their dear
friends. Anita and Edna were heartbroken over their losses and | was thankful that | knew where
Gentry was and that he was still loved by another family. Did I really want to open my heart and
get hurt emotionally or physically again?

Last spring Gene was in a terrible accident and it forced me to take on the role of keeping Celtic
in condition for when Gene recovered and could take over the reins again. That experience made
me realize that | enjoyed driving and | knew Gene was more than willing to share Celtic. But, in
my heart | knew that Celtic was Gene’s horse and that his generosity was not the answer. |
needed to find my own partner.

Then in the most unexpected place....our own boarding barn....came the answer. A chubby
Haflinger named of all things, Buck- & ! peaked my interest. He was owned by other
boarders, who had bought him at Kalona the year before but never did much more than pet him
since he came to the farm. He was supposed to drive, but had not been hooked since his arrival
at the barn. Gene and Leanne decided that they wanted to see if he did know how to drive so
they threw on Gentry’s harness—it fit—and hooked him to our cart—it fit—and off he went.
Cute as a button and willing to do what they asked. Hmmm, I thought, I would see if his owners
would maybe let me borrow him and I could use him at Games Galore in the fall. So I started
driving him occasionally, and as | did, my depleted confidence grew and he started to understand
what | wanted him to do and was willing to give anything a try. We were having fun! | offered
to buy him, but was turned down, they “would never sell him, but you can use him all you want,
we know he is in good hands."

The winter passed and spring came and | pulled the pony from the pasture and we started
working on goals. | would drive him at some events and would try to improve my scores for this
and that. We did. He was running to the gate when I came to pull him out to work and I was
admitting my fondness for the Haflinger. In the mean time, | was hearing that Edna had found a
good new pony for her and Anita was finally thinking of looking again for her new partner.
Sheryl was driving Megan again after a break and we all were enjoying seeing Mickey Hansen
and her new mini going well. We were being left in the dust of Christie, Gene and Jada, but we
were all fine with that. ...we were comfortable again in our own driving seats. Then | heard that
Randy was going to get his pair of Dartmoor ponies. What a thrill to hear that he was realizing
his dream. Now if I could just find something just like Buck, | would be set.
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Tuesday May 25. 2010, Buck’s owner called me and asked if | “would consider buying him.
They just had too many horses and they knew | was doing well with him.” WOULD I?!1! |
didn’t even ask the price. | said yes! (Thankfully the price was reasonable or my marriage may
have taken a permanent break at that point!)

So the break is over. | became the official owner of Buck on June 1. June 5 we were competing
in Nebraska and | was able to get second in the Training Pony division. | drove him at
Columbus Carriage Classic two weeks later and we placed in 5 of 6 classes out of a tough class
of 11 and this past weekend we were able to nip Bob Long and place 1% in the Training Pony
division at Skunk River Driving Trial.

Thanks to all who have been patient with me and in my journey back. Several have taken the
time to help me, encourage me, and just plain love me enough to support me through a very
rough time.

The break is over!

Columbus Carriage Classic
# & -

Have you ever had one of those events that you smiled so much, you didn’t know how long it
would take to get all the bugs out of your teeth? This was a question that Katy asked of me at the
Columbus Carriage Classic.
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As many of you know, I’ve had a lot of “mis-haps” with horses. | keep going anyway but | have
decided in my “older” age, that when this sport stops being fun, I’m done. | was having a great
time at the CDE Camp with Toby until he decided to be an idiot at the hazards. As we headed
back to the barn, my confidence headed south....again. This wasn’t fun anymore.

Well long story short, after | had rescued an older Mini and found out how fun she was, | found
“Cody”, a 6 year old 36.25” palomino gelding. He had been shown in local and 4H shows, safe,
sane and a sweetheart to boot. So Jeff and | took a flying trip to Tennessee in May, fell in love at
first hug and brought the little guy back home.

We arrived at the Columbus Carriage Classic on Thursday. | have never felt comfortable taking a
horse out to tour a new facility. Not with Cody; harnessed up, told the guys | was doing a little
“sight-seeing” and off we went. According to Jeff, he has never seen me smile this much!

And after having Cody for only a month, we brought home a 2" and a 3rd in Reinsmanship, a 3"
in Working Pleasure, a 4™ in Turnout and my personal favorite, a 2nd in the Carriage Dog class!
Thanks Katy, Gene and Sandee for cheering me on!

What a hoot! | honestly can’t remember having that good of a time at a show! I’'m already
“eyeing” those new mini marathon carts for next year...these little horses can fly around a
hazard!
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CLASSIFIEDS

For Sale: Light, fairly balanced road cart used to start young Morgans. It is best suited for an
animal in the 13 hand range. Shafts are 76" long. Stored inside but would need to be refinished
and repainted for showing. Very solid but light enough for a large pony to drive in an indoor
sand arena. Some rust on the wheel rims but the rubber is well attached to the wheels. Asking
$550. Please contact Jacklyn Smith @ jckinsmth@gmail.com or 641-919-5124 if interested.
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Cart with marathon (metal) wheels 38", shock absorbers, dressage style shafts are adjustable in
length and the width at the narrowest part may be adjusted. The shafts are ~ 45-46" from the
ground, as is the seat. The cart fits 15h2" and taller horses. Roomy bench seat. Front entry. This
cart is like new. | have it stored at my daughter's in Williamston, MI. $2600 cash. Contact
Eleanor Eagly by e-mail prairiebloom@yahoo.com

I could bring it to Ames or points in-between Williamston and Ames on the last Sunday/Monday
of June.
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For Sale, Bellcrown Marathon Pony Club Deluxe Cart. Features a winding balance system, 125
cm extendable torsion axle, single seat, under seat wire basket, footsteps/brushing bars, integral
navigator platform, wheel size to accommodate 11.3 to 13 h ponies, lightweight and easy to
load. Comes with removable and adjustable shafts - both dressage and marathon, additional set
of wheels to accommodate the smaller pony and extra wheel bearings with seals. It is currently
set up for 13 h pony. It has never been in an accident, has always been stored inside. New and
larger upholstered padded sides installed. $3200. Contact Eleanor Eagly by e-

mail prairiebloom@yahoo.com




